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2018 考研英语二模考卷-百万联考 

 

Section 1 Use of English 

Directions:  

Read the following text. Choose the best word(s) for each numbered blank and mark A, B, C or D 

on ANSWER SHEET 1. (10 points) 

Climate change is supposed to unfold slowly, over decades.  1  that is not true up in the 

great white north, as those attending the AAAS meeting’s session   2  climate change in the 

Arctic were reminded. Temperatures there are 2°C higher than their long-term   3  , and the 

upper layers of parts of the Arctic Ocean are hotter than they have been for at least 2,000 years. 

Summer sea ice has been   4  faster than even the gloomiest researchers thought likely, with 

some now predicting the first completely ice-free summer as   5  as the 2020s. 

The Arctic is not, though,  6  from the rest of the world; rapid changes there could have 

knock-on   7  elsewhere. Whether or not that is happening was a question   8  by Jennifer 

Francis, an atmospheric scientist at Rutgers University. It is a topical subject. Along with much of 

the rest of America, Chicago   9  a fierce and prolonged cold snap in January, in which 

temperatures fell to -27°C, the lowest since 1884.  10  , Brits at the conference were fleeing a 

country that had been soaked by the   11  winter rains in two and a half centuries, and battered 

by a seemingly endless   12  of Atlantic storms and gales. 

Campaigners in both countries have been   13  to blame climate change for the rotten 

weather. But things are rarely so straightforward in climatology. The best Dr Francis could offer 

was a theory   14   why a warmer Arctic might be expected to   15  to wilder weather in 

mid-latitudes, and some tentative but suggestive evidence that this is already happening. 

Her idea   16  on the jet stream, a powerful, persistent, high-altitude “river of air” which   

17  around the world from west to east,  18  the weather as it goes. The jet stream is driven in 

part by the temperature difference between cold Arctic air and the warmer air of middle latitudes.  

19  the Arctic is warming more rapidly than the rest of the planet, that   20  is shrinking. This 

ought to produce a less potent jet stream. And a less potent jet stream is a more unpredictable one. 

1. A. Although   B. Rather       C. As    D. but 

2. A. about    B. for    C. in        D. on 

3. A. standard       B. center       C. average   D. value 

4. A. vanishing   B. flourishing      C. releasing   D. freezing 

5. A. far     B. long    C. soon    D. well 

6. A. related    B. isolated   C. desolated   D. insolated 

7. A. effects    B. affects       C. infects        D. defects 

8. A. solved    B. answered   C. doubted   D. addressed 

9. A. undertook   B. endured   C. avoided   D. expected 

10. A. Meanwhile      B. However   C. Likewise   D. Moreover 

11. A. biggest       B. strongest   C. heaviest   D. hardest 

12. A. set        B. succession      C. string    D. cycle 
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13. A. quick    B. reluctant   C. glad    D. obliged 

14. A. as for    B. as such   C. as to    D. as if 

15. A. take    B. turn    C. result    D. lead 

16. A. bases    B. counts       C. rests    D. turns 

17. A. diffuses       B. flows    C. dissolves   D. drives 

18. A. affecting   B. causing   C. deteriorating  D. being 

19. A. For    B. Because   C. Although   D. if 

20. A. distance       B. difference   C. heat    D. impact 

 

Section II Reading Comprehension 

Part A 

Directions:  

Read the following four texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B, C or D. 

Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET 1. (40 points) 

Text 1 

Could the bad old days of economic decline be about to return? Since OPEC agreed to 

supply-cuts in March, the price of crude oil has jumped to almost $26 a barrel, up from less than 

$10 last December. This near-tripling of oil prices calls up scary memories of the 1973 oil shock, 

when prices quadrupled, and 1979-1980, when they also almost tripled. Both previous shocks 

resulted in double-digit inflation and global economic decline. So where are the headlines warning 

of gloom and doom this time?  

  The oil price was given another push up this week when Iraq suspended oil exports. 

Strengthening economic growth, at the same time as winter grips the northern hemisphere, could 

push the price higher still in the short term.  

  Yet there are good reasons to expect the economic consequences now to be less severe than 

in the 1970s. In most countries the cost of crude oil now accounts for a smaller share of the price 

of petrol than it did in the 1970s. In Europe, taxes account for up to four-fifths of the retail price, 

so even quite big changes in the price of crude have a more muted effect on pump prices than in 

the past.  

  Rich economies are also less dependent on oil than they were, and so less sensitive to swings 

in the oil price. Energy conservation, a shift to other fuels and a decline in the importance of heavy, 

energy-intensive industries have reduced oil consumption. Software, consultancy and mobile 

telephones use far less oil than steel or car production. For each dollar of GDP (in constant prices) 

rich economies now use nearly 50% less oil than in 1973. The OECD estimates in its latest 

Economic Outlook that, if oil prices averaged $22 a barrel for a full year, compared with $13 in 

1998, this would increase the oil import bill in rich economies by only 0.25~0.5% of GDP. That is 

less than one-quarter of the income loss in 1974 or 1980. On the other hand, oil-importing 

emerging economies — to which heavy industry has shifted — have become more 

energy-intensive, and so could be more seriously squeezed.  

  One more reason not to lose sleep over the rise in oil prices is that, unlike the rises in the 

1970s, it has not occurred against the background of general commodity-price inflation and global 
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excess demand. A sizable portion of the world is only just emerging from economic decline. The 

Economist's commodity price index is broadly unchanging from a year ago. In 1973 commodity 

prices jumped by 70%, and in 1979 by almost 30%. 

 

21. The oil price was nearly tripled by       

A. Iraq’s suspension of oil exports. 

B. OPEC’s decision to reduce the supply. 

C. Raising the oil price. 

D. Increasing international tension. 

 

22. Besides the promotion of economic growth, the oil price could be higher because       

A. The northern hemisphere is facing a cold weather. 

B. Iraq boosted its oil exports. 

C. The economic consequences are less serious. 

D. International demand is increasing. 

 

23. Which of the following is true according to the text? 

A. The cost of crude oil accounts for the big changes in the price of petrol. 

B. Rich countries don’t use oil anymore. 

C. Tax increase may be responsible for a higher retail price. 

D. Rich economies used less oil in the past than they do now. 

 

24. Compared with $13 in 1998, oil prices averaged $22 a barrel will        

A. Increase its domestic petrol price in rich countries. 

B. Become a heavy import burden for rich economies. 

C. Increase a lot of import cost in rich economies. 

D. Have no critical impact on GDP of rich countries. 

 

25. What can be inferred from the last paragraph? 

A. The general commodity-price has risen now. 

B. We should not worry about the rise in oil prices. 

C. Global excess demand now has boosted the oil prices. 

D. The commodity prices decreased in the 1970s. 

 

 

Text 2 

The Supreme Court's decisions on physician-assisted suicide carry important implications for 

how medicine seeks to relieve dying patients of pain and suffering.  

  Although it ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide, the Court 

in effect supported the medical principle of "double effect, "a centuries-old moral principle 

holding that an action having two effects — a good one that is intended and a harmful one that is 

foreseen — is permissible if the actor intends only the good effect.  

Doctors have used that principle in recent years to justify using high doses of morphine to 

control terminally ill patients' pain, even though increasing dosages will eventually kill the patient.  
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Nancy Dubler, director of Montefiore Medical Center, contends that the principle will shield 

doctors who "until now have very, very strongly insisted that they could not give patients 

sufficient mediation to control their pain if that might hasten death."  

  George Annas, chair of the health law department at Boston University, maintains that, as 

long as a doctor prescribes a drug for a legitimate medical purpose, the doctor has done nothing 

illegal even if the patient uses the drug to hasten death. "It's like surgery," he says. "We don't call 

those deaths homicides because the doctors didn't intend to kill their patients, although they risked 

their death. If you're a physician, you can risk your patient's suicide as long as you don't intend 

their suicide."  

  On another level, many in the medical community acknowledge that the assisted-suicide 

debate has been fueled in part by the despair of patients for whom modern medicine has prolonged 

the physical agony of dying.  

  Just three weeks before the Court's ruling on physician-assisted suicide, the National 

Academy of Science (NAS) released a two-volume report, Approaching Death: Improving Care at 

the End of Life. It identifies the undertreatment of pain and the aggressive use of "ineffectual and 

forced medical procedures that may prolong and even dishonor the period of dying" as the twin 

problems of end-of-life care.  

  The profession is taking steps to require young doctors to train in hospices, to test knowledge 

of aggressive pain management therapies, to develop a Medicare billing code for hospital-based 

care, and to develop new standards for assessing and treating pain at the end of life.  

  Annas says lawyers can play a key role in insisting that these well-meaning medical 

initiatives translate into better care. "Large numbers of physicians seem unconcerned with the pain 

their patients are needlessly and predictably suffering," to the extent that it constitutes "systematic 

patient abuse." He says medical licensing boards "must make it clear... that painful deaths are 

presumptively ones that are incompetently managed and should result in license suspension." 

 

26. Which of the following is true according to the text? 

A. Physician-assisted suicide can relieve patient’s pain and suffering. 

B. Physician-assisted suicide is against the law. 

C. Physician-assisted suicide is approved by the Supreme Court. 

D. Physician-assisted suicide is permissible. 

 

27. What can we learn from paragraph 3? 

A. It’s ok to use high doses of pain relieving medicine for the dying patient. 

B. Doctors used to increase high dose medicine to kill patient. 

C. Reducing dosages will eventually kill the patient. 

D. Morphine is a kind of poison. 

 

28. Medical community may agree that the debate about assisted-suicide       

A. Has caused much physical suffering to the dying. 

B. Is partly a result of patient’s desperation. 

C. Is attracting more and more attention. 

D. Is the main reason of the dying patient’s suffering. 
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29. What do we know about the NAS report? 

A. It is about how to cure death. 

B. It is about the subject of how to improve the end of life care. 

C. It is about ineffectual and forced medical procedures. 

D. It deals with nothing about the end-of-life care. 

 

30. According the last paragraph, Annas may agree that         

A. Patients suffer more because of the doctors’ indifference. 

B. Lawyers is a good profession. 

C. Physicians are all kind-hearted. 

D. license suspension can scare the doctors. 

 

 

Text 3 

Since the dawn of human ingenuity, people have devised ever more cunning tools to cope 

with work that is dangerous, boring, burdensome, or just plain nasty. That compulsion has resulted 

in robotics — the science of conferring various human capabilities on machines. And if scientists 

have yet to create the mechanical version of science fiction, they have begun to come close.  

  As a result, the modern world is increasingly populated by intelligent gizmos whose presence 

we barely notice but whose universal existence has removed much human labor. Our factories 

hum to the rhythm of robot assembly arms. Our banking is done at automated teller terminals that 

thank us with mechanical politeness for the transaction. Our subway trains are controlled by 

tireless robot-drivers. And thanks to the continual miniaturization of electronics and 

micro-mechanics, there are already robot systems that can perform some kinds of brain and bone 

surgery with submillimeter accuracy — far greater precision than highly skilled physicians can 

achieve with their hands alone.  

  But if robots are to reach the next stage of laborsaving utility, they will have to operate with 

less human supervision and be able to make at least a few decisions for themselves — goals that 

pose a real challenge. "While we know how to tell a robot to handle a specific error," says Dave 

Lavery, manager of a robotics program at NASA, "we can't yet give a robot enough 'common 

sense' to reliably interact with a dynamic world."  

  Indeed the quest for true artificial intelligence has produced very mixed results. Despite a 

spell of initial optimism in the 1960s and 1970s when it appeared that transistor circuits and 

microprocessors might be able to copy the action of the human brain by the year 2010, researchers 

lately have begun to extend that forecast by decades if not centuries.  

  What they found, in attempting to model thought, is that the human brain's roughly one 

hundred billion nerve cells are much more talented — and human perception far more complicated 

— than previously imagined. They have built robots that can recognize the error of a machine 

panel by a fraction of a millimeter in a controlled factory environment. But the human mind can 

glimpse a rapidly changing scene and immediately disregard the 98 percent that is irrelevant, 

instantaneously focusing on the monkey at the side of a winding forest road or the single 

suspicious face in a big crowd. The most advanced computer systems on Earth can't approach that 

kind of ability, and neuroscientists still don't know quite how we do it. 
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31. According to the text, robots result from         

A. The fact that people design tools to deal with difficult work. 

B. Dangerous and boring work. 

C. Cunning tools for the work people like to do. 

D. Science studying how to build smart robot. 

 

32. According to the text, we can make transaction through      

A. Secretary in the bank. 

B. automated teller machine. 

C. Online service in the bank. 

D. Automated robot. 

 

33. If the real challenge is solved, the robot can       

A. Respond to a changing world. 

B. Make people work less than ever expected. 

C. Work in an environment with less human intervention. 

D. Not have enough common sense. 

 

34. The word “disregard” (line 5, paragraph 5) probably means       

A. discover.  B. overlook.   C. focus.   D. research. 

 

35. What is the author’s attitude toward human mind ability? 

A. Admirable  .   B  critical    C. indifferent.    D. puzzled. 

 

 

Text 4 

If you intend using humor in your talk to make people smile, you must know how to identify 

shared experiences and problems. Your humor must be relevant to the audience and should help to 

show them that you are one of them or that you understand their situation and are in sympathy 

with their point of view. Depending on whom you are addressing, the problems will be different. If 

you are talking to a group of managers, you may refer to the disorganized methods of their 

secretaries; alternatively if you are addressing secretaries, you may want to comment on their 

disorganized bosses.  

  Here is an example, which I heard at a nurses' convention, of a story which works well 

because the audience all shared the same view of doctors. A man arrives in heaven and is being 

shown around by St. Peter. He sees wonderful accommodations, beautiful gardens, sunny weather, 

and so on. Everyone is very peaceful, polite and friendly until, waiting in a line for lunch, the new 

arrival is suddenly pushed aside by a man in a white coat, who rushes to the head of the line, grabs 

his food and stomps over to a table by himself. "Who is that?" the new arrival asked St. Peter. "Oh, 

that's God," came the reply, "but sometimes he thinks he's a doctor."  

  If you are part of the group which you are addressing, you will be in a position to know the 

experiences and problems which are common to all of you and it'll be appropriate for you to make 

a passing remark about the inedible canteen food or the chairman's notorious bad taste in ties. 

With other audiences you mustn't attempt to cut in with humor as they will resent an outsider 
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making disparaging remarks about their canteen or their chairman. You will be on safer ground if 

you stick to scapegoats like the Post Office or the telephone system.  

  If you feel awkward being humorous, you must practice so that it becomes more natural. 

Include a few casual and apparently off-the-cuff remarks which you can deliver in a relaxed and 

unforced manner. Often it's the delivery which causes the audience to smile, so speak slowly and 

remember that a raised eyebrow or an unbelieving look may help to show that you are making a 

light-hearted remark.  

  Look for the humor. It often comes from the unexpected. A twist on a familiar quote "If at 

first you don't succeed, give up" or a play on words or on a situation. Search for exaggeration and 

understatements. Look at your talk and pick out a few words or sentences which you can turn 

about and inject with humor. 

 

36. According to the text, common experiences and problems are recognized to        

A. Make the humor work. 

B. Make people smile. 

C. Deal with the problems. 

D. Help the audience. 

 

37. By saying “Depending on whom you are addressing, the problems will be different”, the 

author suggest that      

A. You should know who you are. 

B. You should deal with the problem by relying on different people. 

C. You should talk different problem to different people. 

D. Different people have different problem. 

 

38. The good effect of the story at a nurses' convention results from       

A. The same view of the audience and doctor 

B. People’s common idea about the doctor 

C. The fact that the doctor is like the god. 

D. The fact that the story is so humorous. 

 

39. What can we learn from the last sentence of paragraph 3? 

A. You have greater security if you stay on the ground. 

B. You will be safe if you can find the scapegoat. 

C. Public service is a suitable humor subject. 

D. Canteen or chairman is an inappropriate subject for humor. 

 

40. According to the author, practice can make humor      

A.  more natural.       B.  more awkward.    

C.   more humorous.    D.  more difficult to understand. 

 

 

Part B 
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Directions: 

In the following text, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 41-45, choose the most 

suitable one from the list A-G to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There are two extra choices, 

which do not fit in any of the blanks. Mark your answers on ANSWER SHEET1.(10 points) 

［A］ Studying in group brings more fun. 

［B］ Ditch the distractions. 

［C］ Practice by yourself or with friends. 

［D］ Read extensively and study some topics intensively. 

［E］ Set realistic goals. 

［F］ Make progress every day. 

［G］ Use technology to supplement learning. 

Roosevelt was what we might call a “lifetime learner.” Learning became, for him, a mode of 

personal enjoyment and a path to professional success. It’s a habit many of us would like to 

emulate. But this type of continuous and persistent learning isn’t merely a decision. It must 

become a habit. And as such, it requires careful cultivation. 

41.  

Would you like to reinvigorate your conversations and intellectual activity by reading a host 

of new topics? Are you looking to master a specific subject? Would you like to make sure you’re 

up-to-date on one or two topics outside your day-to-day work? In my own life, I like to maintain a 

reading program that exposes me to a variety of subjects and genres with the goal of general 

intellectual exploration, while also digging more deeply into a few areas, including education, 

foreign policy, and leadership. Picking one or two outcomes will allow you to set achievable goals 

to make the habit stick. 

42.  

Like many people, each year, I set a series of goals for myself. These take the form of 

objectives I’d like to achieve over the course of the year and daily or weekly habits I need to 

cultivate in accordance with those goals. For me, long-term goals are tracked in a planner. Daily or 

weekly habits I monitor via an app called momentum, which allows me to quickly and simply 

enter completion of my habits on a daily basis and monitor adherence. These goals turn a vague 

desire to improve learning into a concrete set of actions. 

43.  

I have a bimonthly book group that helps keep me on track for my reading goals and makes 

achieving them more fun. For more specific goals, join an organization focused on the topics 

you’d like to learn — a foreign policy discussion group that meets monthly or a woodworking 

group that gathers regularly to trade notes. You might even consider a formal class or degree 

program to add depth to your exploration of a topic and the type of commitment that is inherently 

structured. These communities increase commitment and make learning more fun. 

44.  

Learning is fun, but it is also hard work. Set aside dedicated time for learning and minimize 

interruptions. It’s so extraordinarily well documented as to be almost a truism at this point, but 
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multitasking and particularly technology can make the deep concentration needed for real learning 

difficult or impossible. When you read, find a quiet place, and leave your phone behind. If you’re 

taking a class or participating in a reading group, take handwritten notes, which improve retention 

and understanding, and leave laptops, mobiles devices, and other disrupting technologies in your 

car or bag far out of reach. And apart from physically eliminating distractions, consider training 

your mind to deal with them.               

45.  

While technology can be a distraction, it can also be used to dramatically aid a learning regimen. 

Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) allow remote students to participate in community and 

learn from some of the world’s most brilliant people with the added commitment of class 

participation. Podcasts, audiobooks, e-readers, and other tools make it possible to have a book on 

hand almost any time. Combine these tools with apps that track your habits, and technology can be 

an essential component of a learning routine. 

 

 

Section Ⅲ Translation 

46. Directions: 

Translate the following text from English into Chinese. Write your translation on ANSWER 

SHEET 2. (15 points) 

 

India is an ancient civilization but a youthful country. Its working-age population is rising by 

about 12m people a year, even as China’s shrank last year by 3m. Within a decade India will have 

the biggest potential workforce in the world. 

Optimists look forward to a bumper “demographic dividend”, the result of more workers per 

dependent and more saving out of income. This combination accounted for perhaps a third of the 

East Asian miracle. 

But although India’s dreamers have faith in its youth, the country’s youngsters have growing 

reason to doubt India. The economy raised aspirations that it has subsequently failed to meet. 

From 2005 to 2007 it grew by about 9% a year. In 2010 it even grew faster than China (if the two 

economies are measured consistently). But growth has since halved. India’s impressive savings 

rate, the other side of the demographic dividend, has also slipped. 

 

 

Section IV   Writing  

Part A 

47.Directions: 

Suppose you have just come back to China from an exchanging program in America. Write a 

letter to your tutor Professor Jefferson there to 

1) express your gratitude for his help during your stay in the US and  

 2) invite him to pay a visit to China. 
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You should write about 100 words on ANSWER SHEET.  

Do not sign your own name at the end of the letter. Use “Li Ming” instead. 

 

 

 

Part B 

48. Directions: 

Write an essay based on the following table. In your writing, you should 

1) describe the table, and 

2) give your comments. 

You should write at least 150 words. 

Write your essay on ANSWER SHEET 2. (15 points) 

 

 

注：票房（box-office） 
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